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MEMORANIUM FCR: Deputy Director for Intelligence

SUBJECT: Coordinated Production of Intelligence on Roads in
Iace Panhandle and Adjacent Areas of North Vietnan

1. Your requirement for the producticn of a report on roed
Joeation and stetus uncovered en ares of weaknesc in the production
of coortinated intelligsnce on roads in Iacs and North Vietnam.
Different crgenizations ere involved -- e.g., HPIC and DIA -- and
their differing ianterpretations of source materials have led to
disorejancies in Cm*rraduc‘ed maps ant publications,

B. Im arder to achieve cancensus withim the IDI on the Come
mapist roadnet in the Ieor panhandle, the D/ORR and D/UBI agreed
to couvene & resyonsible group representing ¥PIC, ORR, OCI, and
GBI to establich an agreed roadnet base and to establish s procedure
for orderly examinetion of subsmequent reporting of rosd infirmation.

3+ The first meeting of the grouy, called apd chaired by

accomplished the following:

. Using may no. 53733 4n the Intelligence Memorendum,
Communist B t_in tbe leos Penbmndle, April 1966, as a
base, each road was examined to validate it as "truckeble® --

indieating that trucke or truck sctivity (i.e., tracks) have
bean chbeerved on the road; to assure thai; the aligmment wag
gorrect; and to canfirm the route pumber as CINCPAC-approved.
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b. To avold diserejsncies in CIA produced maps and
publications, it was agreed that 1f any DDI eomponent

becomes avare of & new rosd, the component will easll

Chief, Far East Branch, Cartograshy Myistion,

who will seek sonfirmetion on the existence of the road

from PAG, NFIC and obtain from PAG the

CIECPAC-a;roved route nusber for the road. If no apgrovvslt

route nucber exists, %111 ecordinste with DIA and

indicate a tentative route number shich all CIA conponents
will use.

a. Corcllary to item b ebove, it ves agreed that no
BT eartc;rmxfhwr will shov a new road or segment thereof

or ube & nev rau?g nunber without confirmation.

Chief, Certograshy Division, will issue &

mero to this effect to all his Certography ecomponents.

d, will keep = master base map that will

show the current roed situation. All-Source Eranch,
Cartograchy Division will keey & duplicate of this mp
vhich will service after-hours production.

b. A monthly meeling of FPIC, ORR, OCI, snd COBI re;rocentatives
PUADE Ao

Lorras ,
will be convened to maintain the IDI semewses: on new road developments.

The 001 Veekly vill be used to report these develorments.

%, A status report on the overall road situation will be lssued

whan sufficient change in the roadnet warrants such publiecsticn. At &
wintmyy, the status report will be published seasonally, 1.e., the next

-
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report will be prevered to show the effect of the zummer yains op road
develogment. An Intelligence Memorandum in the same formet as CIA/BI
@ 66-4 will be used for the status report.

JAMES A. BRAMMELL
Drector of Basic Intelligence
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ROLDHET 10 THE LAOS PANAANTLE®

e movenernt of men and sapmlies overiand from North Vievnsm

L bt sxrens in South Vietnam denends on an incressingly elaborute
WVWOTE of ig congtrieted in the panbandie of Leos. The nstwork

vigtran sand also provides a side door intc South Vistnen,

ivys confrontation with Scuth Vietnseese military forces along

L Ziome.  In the west vesyr the Compnists heve almost

e oif “he roadnet and have suceassfully established a

om the My 3ia Pass soulhuard

aontinuons north-8000h 2%

Thig enlarsed nebtwork.

over which anwes [the mmicr pert of the jlogistice]l reeds of the Commmist

Houth Vietonan, Qurrestiy, it assumes incressed imvoritsnce in comnection
with a poxgivie Vie-mouaied offensive in the hichiaxds of South Vietnam
timad Lo coineide with the izvending southwest moneocn, the suwmer
roine season

ihe myin sceegs road from NYorth Vietnam is Route 15. which enters
toes througn 16 Gla Pass {see Figure 1), Bsbtiwater as of emrly March 1964
indicated a minimm of T0O tons of supvlies movaed through this pass dally.
Toained ohasrivers hevre reported thet durine the 2hchouwr veriod 1«2 Anpril
1586 scme 50 to B0 trucks woved south on the i1 (s bypasses. Prior to
this j;ré&r the main rondte southward from the pass aree extended along

Roube 5 won the Sépone area. thence esstward slong Reute 9 to its Junction

with Ho “2., and Cinaily southward alova Rowie 92 to the ares of Bun
Zoc, A proliferation of tracks and trails led eastwsrd from Route 92
into the niaghiands of South Vietnam,

o

i wan vrevared in the Office o Busie Trtelligence.

15 April 1966
Sent out for coordination
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Hew Comminist road construction during 1965-66 has extended the
network and also provided slternafe roubes and bypesses. Route 9Ll now
wranches from Rouse 2% about 25 miles south of Mu Gla Pass, providing
an alternate and more direct route to Sépone. Route 92 comnects with
Route 96s which extends to the vicinity of the Cambodien border in the
south. ILateral east-west Routes 922, 165, and an unnumbered route at
the lstltude of Ajtopeu extend eastward to the South Vietnam border from
this northesouth overall trumk route. A new road thet extends from
Cambodia into Leos connects with the southern ead cf Route 96.
An alternative entry point to the Ma Gie Pase, which was bombed by
B52'8 on 11 April, will be provided by a new road thet is under
construction between North Vietnsmese Route 101 and Leotian Route 91l.
Jhe amcunt of work required in the continued trellising of this road
{see Mgure 2} indicetes that the Cowmunists probably hope to use it
through the summer rainy season. The precise aligmment of the rcad will i
becama extremely 4ifficult to detect Lfrom the ailr as rapidly growing
vegetation covers the trellis during the rainy season. From the point
of view of climete the new road has some merglinal edvantage vwer‘ the
Ma Gia route in that supplies can be woved coverlend farther south along
the coast, which is relstively dry, while the Mu Gia area 1s receliving
the heavy rains of the summer southwest monscon (see precipitation graphs i
or Mep 53733). Supplies might alsc be mwoved by cozstal boat Lo the
Morth Vietnam port of Quang Khe snd forwarded into Iaos over the new
route, which would greatly reduce overland distance. The major bypesses
elsewhere along the roednet are those that clrcuwwent the chokepoint
(estabilshed by serisl bombing) on Route 12 in Laocs, somewhet south of i
the Ma Gie Psss (see inset on Map 53733). i
Most roade are only fair-weather roeds with unluproved dlirt surfaces
{see Figure 7); most are wide enough for trucks, During the last rainy
season, June-September 1965, Communilst vehiculsr traffic generally
Btdppeﬁ. in the Mu Gia Pass sren, and supplies were moved southward elong

Route 23 by coolies, bikes, and pack animals,

B
Ser BnCerRe BT

Approved For Release 2002/05/09 : CIA-RDP84-00825R000100080003-5



25X 1

25X1

Approved Foﬁelease 20;%)2&%9@_&&%-RDP84-008@000100080003-5

Photographic ensiysis indicates that Routes 911, 9, 92, and 922 may

comprise an all-weather route to the South Vietnam border that can be

used by the Communists during the coming rainy season. Reportedly,

some sections of this route are constructed with rock aggregste or

zopduroy. After the onset of the impending monscon season; however,

w208t of the route may revert to stretehes of only fair~weather road, in

apite of the lmprovemsnts. Most of the vrouie isg aligned through an gsrea

+het has very heavy rainfall; the area of couponent Routes 92 and 922

receives an amnuel rainfall of 120 to 140 inches. By comparison, the

Houte 25 area probably receives 100 inches of reinfall annually, and

during the 1965 summer ralny season this roule was impasssble to

vehieular traffic,

S e OB BT
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Figurs 1.

Figure 2. Partielly completed vine-covered bamboo trellis csmouf lage

on Route 911, 21 miles northwest of Sépone {photograph taken October

196%%, A similar trellis is being built over much of the new road that

will conmect North Vietnam Route 101 and Leos Route 91l. During the i
imperding rainy season, fast-groving vines will completely cover these

trellises end make detection of the road aligmment almost lmpossible.

Figure 3. Clcsevp of unimproved dirt road, part of Route 911 about 16
miles southeast of jJunction of Routes 911 and 23. The road surface will
becoss a mire Guring the summer rainy seascn; piles of logs will probably
be used for corduroying in en effort to keep the road open to trucks.

Rock azpregate may be used on some stretches.
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SUBJECT ‘ PROJECT NUMBER
61.2285
Roads in Southern Leos and Contiguous Areas of Vietnam SUBJECT CODE
REQUESTER REQUESTING OFFICE
DD/T
ST-ATEMENT OF PROBLEM TARGET DATE
ASAP
To fulfill the DD/I's request for a brief memorandum ANALYST/BRANGCH
with map giving a definitive picture of the roads of ILaos
from Route 8 southward and the roads in the contiguous areas | GD/F
of South Vietnam. YST MANHOURS
A GM formst will be used. 40 Hours
25X1

COORDINATION REQUIRED FROM
CD/BI :  For map.
OTHER CTA:  TIAD and PAG/NPIC; T/TR

NON-CTA
APPROVED
25X1 77‘;4 46 25X1
DAT cHier, Geography Division, OBL  pate 5Apré6
1
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TITLE REPORT NUMBER
CIA/BI G
AREA CODE SUBJECT CODE PUBLICATION DATE ANALYST/BRANCH INITIAL NO. OF COPIES
MANHOURS EXPENDED CLASSIFICATION DISTRIBUTION
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